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FROM TONY'S DESK 


Short of Aphrodite, there is nothing 
lovelier on this planet than a flower, nor 
more essential than a plant. Without green 
plants we would neither breathe nor eat. On 
the undersurface of every leaf a million lips 
are engaged in devouring carbon dioxide and 
expelling oxygen. All together, 25 million 
square miles of leaf surface are daily engaged 
in a miracle of photosynthesis, producing 
oxygen and food for man and beast. Of the 
375 billion tons of food we consume each year, 
the bulk comes from plants, which synthesize 
it out of air and soil with the help of sun- 
light. The remainder comes from animals, 
which in turn is derived from plants. 


From crib to coffin, man relies on 
cellulose as a basis for his shelter, clothing, 
fuel, fibers, cordage, musical instruments, 
and the paper on which he scribbles his 
philosophy or pays his bills. Agriculture == 
as the economists agree -- is the basis for a 
nation's wealth. Our houses are adorned with 
gardens, our cities with parks, our nation 
with national preserves. 


So, who says there is not glamour in 
agriculture or horticulture I cannot 
think of a more rewarding profession that 
has such an effect on our society. Can you? 
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* TREE OF THE MONTH * 


PAS : 7 
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Camellia japonica 
("Camellia") 

This evergreen 
shrub which is native 
to eastern and south- 
ern Asia provides a 
vivid display of 
blooms from November 
to March. The flowers range in color from 
white to dark red, and in size from 2% to 
5 inches across. The leaves of the Camellia 
are broadly elliptic to 4 inches long, toothed, 
and shiny dark green. 

Over 2,000 named Camellia cultivars are 
known, varying in size, growth rate, and 
habit. Several Camellias, as well as each 
of our plants on stage for this month, can 
be seen in the Tour Guide garden just off 
Town Square. 
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* PLANTS ON STAGE FOR FEBRUARY $ 
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Ilex cassine ("Dahoon Holly") - A small 
native tree that is easily recognized at 

this time of year by its red, orange, and 
sometimes yellow berries. Like most hollies, 
the male and female flowers are inconspicuous 
and are borne on separate plants. Only the 
female trees bear fruit. 


Pyracantha coccinea ("Firethorn") - This 
evergreen shrub is grown for its bright 
red-orange berries and glossy green leaves. 
Firethorns are used as small shrubs and 
hedges or barriers and are often espaliered 
against a wall -- look for a colorful example 
in the Tour Guide garden. 


A Horticulture Division Publication 


Welcome Our 1981 Gardener Trainees 


Our six new Gardener Trainees began 
their yearlong rotation through the areas 
on January 5. Look for them as they rotate 
through your area. (Nancy, Bob, and Scott 


will be featured next month.) 
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Roy Benefield, who 
is now in the Magic 
Kingdom, came to us 
from the Grand Prix 
Raceway. 






Erica Froehner is 
at the Tree Farm. 
Erica is from the 
Liberty Tree Tavern. 


Brian Travascio from 
the Pottery Chalet 
is working with our 
Nursery crew. 
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Educational Reimbursement Plan 
SIRE SeMERe ££ Lan 


The Disney University at WALT DISNEY 
WORLD offers an educational reimbursement 
plan to supplement your work experience with 
technical and professional education. 


Any permanent WDW employee who has been 
employed for six continuous months and is 
taking a course related to their present 
duties is eligible for reimbursement. To be 
reimbursed, an application must be submitted 
three weeks prior to registration. (Applica- 
tions are available at the Tree Farm/Nursery, 
Grounds Maintenance, and at the Disney 
University in the Center Building. 





Upon successful completion of the course 
with a grade of ''C" or better, a copy of your 
grades plus copies of your receipts for 
tuition (application fees are not covered) 


and books must be submitted for reimbursement. 


These should be received by the Disney 
University no later than three weeks after 
you receive your grades. 


Applicants whose requests are approved 
will receive reimbursement for 75% of the 


Florida residents’ cost for tuition and books. 





NEWS FROM THE AREAS ... 


Fort Wilderness -- The campsite rehab will be 
complete in one more week and then work on the 
roadways and other guest areas will begin. 
Discovery Island reopened on January 3lst 
after a big job of pruning and clearing out. 


Golf Course Maintenance -- All 3 of the golf 
courses were in full swing during the month 
of January while the PGA Winter Tour was 
hosted. A new fertilizer storage building 
will soon be completed at Golf Course 
Maintenance. 


Landscape Architects -- WED is continuing work 
on preliminary designs for future resorts, 
including the Mediterranean Hotel, Cypress 
Point Lodge, and the Asian site. Expansion 

of the Walt Disney World Village is also 

being planned with the possibility of utiliz- 
ing a New Orleans theme. 


Lake Buena Vista Landscape -- General landscape 
maintenance upgrading is being continued. 
Special attention is being paid to the town- 
house area and the planters by the Village 
Stage. LBV gardeners recently helped plant 
trees on the 16th fairway of the LBV Golf 
Course. 


WDW Landscape -- The indoor crew is frequently 
called on this time of year to do setups for 
the many conventions being held. Ficus 
benjaminas, Areca palms and Scheffleras are 

a few of the plants used. In the Magic 
Kingdom and at the resorts, some cold damaged 
plants are being replaced while others will 

be pruned back after the danger of frost has 
passed. 


Horticulture Training -- The second year of 


the College of Horticulture began on 

February 10th with an introductory class. 

We had a special treat with Bob Allen giving 

an uplifting talk. Tony gave a slide presen- 
tation updating the progress of EPCOT Center 

and expressing appreciation for the fine job 


‘being done by all. The next session -- to be 


held on February 24 -- will be titled "Botany 
for Gardeners". 


Landscape Construction -- Landscape installa- 


tion of the EPCOT parking lot will begin around 
the first of March, and the berms between United 
Kingdom and the Canada pavilions are due for 
installation around April 15th. We are all 
anxiously awaiting the planting of that first 
tree! 
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